
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 
S.9237/A.2726-A 

 
The Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy urges the Governor to sign S.9237/A.2726-A, to 
allow provision of physical, mental, and behavioral health care services to the families of 
children and young people in foster care, as well as families receiving prevention services.  
 
The Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy is a 154-year-old statewide, nonprofit organization 
dedicated to policy analysis and advocacy in support of public systems that meet the needs of 
disenfranchised populations and people living in poverty.  
 
In New York’s child welfare system, some of the services available to the children and young 
people involved may include physical, mental, and behavioral health services provided on-site at a 
Voluntary Foster Care Agency (VFCA). To date, these services have been limited to the children and 
young people under the agency’s care—excluding their siblings, parents, kin caregivers, and foster 
parents. 
 
This exclusion means that instead of being able to use the readily available physical, mental, and 
behavioral health care services provided by the VFCA, families are referred to other providers for 
services like family therapy—services with well-documented waitlists and service gaps. There are 
only 30 child psychiatrists per 100,000 children in New York; in 44% of counties there are none.1 
Over 30% of reported wait times for new mental or behavioral health clients range from 4-6 weeks 
to 6-8 months, with the average reported wait time being 2-4 weeks.2 The current exclusion also 
means families have to make separate trips to different providers for different family members, 
when we know that integrated and family-oriented care is effective.3 
 
Whether children, young people, and families come into contact with a VCFA through out-of-home 
placement or child welfare Preventive Services, that agency often becomes the provider most up-
to-date on their health care needs and progress. This bill would allow VCFAs to provide physical, 
mental, and behavioral health care services to the families of children and young people in foster 
care and families receiving Preventive Services. This would allow children, young people, and 
families to avail themselves of these services, likely reducing the time it would take for them to 
reunite after an out-of-home placement or complete Preventive Services. 
 
We urge the New York State Governor to sign S.9237/A.2726-A into law. 
 
July 21, 2026 

 
1 American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry. (2026). Workforce Maps by State. 
https://www.aacap.org/aacap/Advocacy/Federal_and_State_Initiatives/Workforce_Maps/Home.aspx  
2 National Association of Social Workers. (2023). NASW-NYS Survey Analysis – Behavioral Health Client 
Waiting Times. https://naswnys.org/nasw-nys-survey-analysis-behavioral-health-client-waiting-times/  
3 New York State Office of Children and Family Services. (2022). New York State Family First Prevention 
Services Act Prevention Plan. https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/sppd/docs/FFPSA-Prevention-Plan-2022-07-29.pdf  
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