Letter to the Editor from Kate Breslin, Queens Chronicle, 3/25/26
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Save vital adult-care funds
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Dear Edilor:

Maore than 20 years aga, a Pulitzer Prize-winning Mew Yook Times nvestigation exposed @ crsis in Mew
York's adult homes: deaths, dangerwes candilions and residents lef! without basic medical care or any
mesaningful voice in their own lives, The stale was foroed 1o reckon with ils failures. A =it was fled and

won. Slowly, self-advocacy and accountability structures were buit and funded.
Grw. Hochul's executive budget plan would dizmanthe that progress.

Buried in the budpel proposal is the eliminalion of three programs pratecting some of Mew York's most
marginalized residents: low-income adulls, many elderly, many with mental health challenges, mast
cavered by Medicaid, living in licensed adull care faciliies in Ouesns, Stalen |slhand, the Bronx and acroes

the siate

Theses cuts iotal reughly 7 millian, & rounding esror in a 5252 billion budgel. The harm they would causes

i= amyfing bul small. Programs facing elimination are:

= CIAD, or Coalition for Institulicnalized Aged and Disabled (5175,000 auil): The only advecaies who
requiary enter Mew Yark City adult homes, iraining resident leaders and organizing coundls o people

have a voice in decisions thal goven their Fees.

= Adult Home Advocacy Program (230,000 cut) Helps residents fighl evictions, acoess public benefils,
and navigale a system slacked in favor of fadlity operalors by providing legal representation, riphls

training, and community organizing.

= EQUAL Pragram, or Enhancing the Quadity of Adult Living (56.5 million cutlc Funds basic guality-of-life
improwements lie dothing, air conditioners, and capital repairs — with a reguirement thal residents have

a say in how funds are spent

Adult hame residents can't afford lobbyists or campaign coniributions. That's why the stale’s commitment

o pratecting them matters, and why eliminaing suppor is a consequential choice.

Legislative leaders have moved io resiore some of this funding in their one-house budgets. The final

budget must resiore itin full. The cost is modest. The stakes are not.
Kate Braslin
President, Schuyler Center for Analysle and Advocacy
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