Access to Child Care Assistance for Low-Income

Families must be Prioritized in the the Rollout to
Universal Child Care

Enrollment Status (December 2025)
|:| Closed Enrollment (32 Counties)
[:] Open Enrollment (19 Counties)

Franklin
WL:50-99

St. Lawrence
- Considering Closing Enrollment in January

(7 Counties)

*WL = Number of families on waitlist [ a—

Lewis
WL: 10-19

Oneida

Chautaugua

Cattaraugus

New York City

New York City
WL: 12,300

Data Source: Division of Child Care Services, (2025). CCAP Monthly
CCBG Status Report Survey Resulis. Office of Children and Family
Services, and documentation on-file with the Schuyler Center for
Analysis and Advocacy.

Gaining access to child care assistance (CCAP) can be life-changing for families, resulting in annual
savings of $16,000 or more for just one child in care, and allowing parents to work, pursue training or
education. New York has dramatically expanded income eligibility for child care assistance since 2022,
making hundreds of thousands of families newly eligible and laying the foundation for universal child care.
These expansions have been accompanied by a significant increase in state investment in the program,
with state funding increasing more than threefold from an _average investment was about $225 million in

2022 to $997 million in FY 2025. Yet, demand for this popular program is far outpacing investment - even
with this additional new funding.

Currently, thousands of eligible families are unable to access CCAP in all corners of the state due to
inadequate funding. The number of counties closing enrollment is expected to keep growing.
1.New York State Office of Children and Family Services (NYS OCFS). (2025). 25-OCFS-INF-03 — 2025 Income Eligibility Levels.
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https://scaany.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Schuyler-Center-Last-Look-2022-23-NYS-Budget-.pdf
https://scaany.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Schuyler-Center-Last-Look-2022-23-NYS-Budget-.pdf
https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/policies/external/2025/inf/25-OCFS-INF-03.pdf

