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Celebrating Child Care Educators:  
Child Care Advocates Launch Video Campaign 

Media Contact: Nicole Correia, ncorreia@scaany.org  
** Interviews with child care providers and advocates available upon request. 

 
Child care providers are the backbone of our communities—and yet, many still earn 
poverty-level wages. It's time to change that. 
 
A new video campaign released by the Empire State Campaign for Child Care calls for a 
thriving wage for child care educators, who provide loving care and guidance to the 
youngest New Yorkers.  
 

View the video. 
 
The Empire State Campaign for Child Care is a statewide coalition of parents, child care 
educators, and advocates who believe that every family in New York State deserves high 
quality, universal child care and that every child care educator deserves to earn a thriving 
wage. 
 
Produced with Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy and Rogue FX and filmed in the 
Capital Region, the new video features a poem written and read by Vonetta T. Rhodes, Co-
Founder of the Western New York Child Care Action Team.  
 
“New York’s child care workforce is the foundation that allows every other industry to 
function, yet too many of these essential workers are struggling to make ends meet. We 
have a responsibility to invest in fair pay so they can care for their own families while caring 
for ours,” said Janna Rodriguez, founder and CEO of The Innovative Daycare Corp in 

Freeport, NY. “This is about justice, equity, and building a stronger future for all New 
Yorkers.”  
 
The 60- and 30-second videos call for public investment in the child care workforce. 
Without new investment, the child care sector will continue to lose caring and qualified 
educators to better-paying jobs and will fail to draw new providers to the field. Without 
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care providers, the child care system will collapse, leaving families without care, unable to 
work and attend school. 
 
Governor Hochul has stated a commitment to achieving universal child care in New York 
State. However, New York cannot achieve universal child care without robust, sustained 
investment in the child care workforce.  
 
New York State continues to face a child care affordability crisis, a scarcity of child care 
availability, and a child care workforce shortage.  
 
“It feels good to celebrate my staff of child care educators who care for the babies, 
toddlers, preschoolers, and school-age children at our center every day. The reality is, 
there aren’t enough of them,” said Jason Wellington, co-founder of Joyful Beginnings 
Early Education Program in Waterford, NY, where the video was filmed. “When the 
State provided workforce staffing grants, it helped. But we need permanent investment. I 
face staffing shortages every day. We have classrooms that sit empty because I don’t have 
the staff for them. We could solve child care shortages by investing in a robust workforce. 
Right now, we are struggling. Running a child care center means ensuring we are following 
every regulation, it means preparing good food and enriching environments. It means being 
there when families need us. And to do all of that, we need staff, and we need to be able to 
pay them well.” 
 
Another future is possible, and it’s not too late to build it. Fair pay means stability for 
workers and the families they support every day. New York must build a system where 
everyone can thrive.   
 
“As New Yorkers watch this video, we hope they will be reminded of the powerful impact 
these educators have on our children—and the injustice of wages so low they cannot feed 
their own families, buy homes, or afford to live,” said Dede Hill, Vice President of Policy 
at the Schuyler Center and a leader within the Empire State Campaign for Child Care.  
“We  urge anyone moved by this video to join the call for New York State leaders to invest in 
the child care workforce through just compensation.” 
 
Learn more. 
 
#### 
 
About the Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy  
For more than 150 years, the Schuyler Center has led advocacy rooted in compassion, 
evidence, and belief that government should work for the greater good. Schuyler Center’s 
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work acknowledges the historic racism woven throughout shared systems, and advocates 
for public policies and investments that seek to address inequities while improving health, 
welfare, and human services for all New Yorkers, with a focus on children and families 
experiencing poverty.  

Schuyler Center’s advocacy has advanced policies that reduce child poverty, build a 
universal child care system, promote child health and wellbeing, and transform the child 
welfare system.  

 Schuyler Center achieves its goals through creative and detailed policy analysis, coalition 
building, and advocacy with elected officials, agency executives, policymakers, and 
stakeholders. Learn more at https://scaany.org  

 
About the Empire State Campaign for Child Care  
The Empire State Campaign for Child Care (ESCCC) is a statewide coalition of parents, 
child care educators, and advocates who believe that every family in New York State 
deserves high quality, universal child care and that every child care educator deserves to 
earn a thriving wage.  
  
The campaign was founded in 2017, and advocates at the state and federal levels for 
investment in child care that best serves the needs of all of New York’s families and child 
care educators. Learn more at https://empirestatechildcare.org/ 
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