
 

 

 

For Immediate Release: Tuesday, March 4, 2025    

Contact: Julia Davis, Children’s Defense Fund-NY 347.907.2761 

Key Legislators Advancing the Child and Family Wellbeing Fund as a Budget Priority 

A coalition of children and family rights advocates are in Albany this week following meetings with key 

legislators at the Capitol last week to discuss the urgency to advance legislation to establish a new family 

justice grant program for child and family wellbeing in communities across New York. 

At last week’s Child and Family Wellbeing Action 

Network briefing in the Capitol, Assemblyman 

Andrew Hevesi (Queens), Assemblyman Brian 

Manktelow (Wayne County), and Senator Jabari 

Brisport (Brooklyn); and representatives of various 

state legislators discussed strategies to ensure the 

well-being of youth and families across the state, 

including the Child & Family Wellbeing Fund (A63). 

Hevesi and Brisport are prioritizing legislation that 

would establish the $30 million Child & Family Wellbeing Fund, an innovative approach to resourcing 

communities to support healthy families and children. 

"The Child and Family Wellbeing Fund would establish a new, innovative way to support families' direct 

needs without child welfare involvement. Through uplifting and funding trusted grassroots community 

organizations, who do not receive state dollars, this new fund reimagines child welfare. I am grateful to 

Children's Defense Fund-New York, Families Together NYS, Schuyler Center, PCANY, Rise, JMAC for 

Families, PCANY, NYC Family Policy Project, and everyone who has worked diligently to develop and 

advocate for the Child and Family Wellbeing Fund and I will fight to have it included in this year's 

budget," said Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi 

“The Child and Family Wellbeing Fund is an opportunity for New York’s government to put its money 

where its mouth is — and invest in building up safe, nurturing environments that support the wellbeing 

of our children,” said Senator Jabari Brisport. 

Senator Samra G. Brouk (SD-55): “Communities with the most resources for growth and development 

have a profound effect on lifelong outcomes. As a member of the Committee on Children and Families, I 



 

recognize that families in New York are struggling– that is why I spearheaded efforts to fund anti-

poverty and mental health initiatives to support the wellbeing of families and young people in my 

district. To address divestments across 10 communities in New York State, the Child and Family 

Wellbeing Fund builds long-term community growth through non-profit expansion, community 

expertise, and building joy to create happier, healthier neighborhoods.” 

“Our community organizations make up the vital village it takes to support and protect our 

disenfranchised families and youth. Without these integral organizations, many of our young people 

would not have access to important resources and guidance to be productive, thriving New Yorkers. It’s 

imperative that we fully fund universal school meals, which I have championed in the Assembly for 

years. And we must go further. We must fully fund universal child care for our women and families. We 

must also take serious our child mental health crisis by carving out school-based health centers from 

managed care. We must invest in our working families and young New Yorkers, and ultimately in our 

State’s future. We owe it to them to ensure their well being and fund our community partners that 

serve them,” said Assembly Member Jessica González-Rojas. 

 

“Neighbors, community institutions and gathering spaces offer significant advantages to children even if 

their own family is struggling. Yet decades of redlining and racist disinvestment have resulted in vastly 

inequitable neighborhood conditions. The Wellbeing Fund promises to be a corrective shift to ensure 

that more New York children live in neighborhoods that are equipped to support their wellbeing,” said 

Nora McCarthy, Director of the NYC Family Policy Project.  

“Grassroots organizations are the lifeblood of communities across New York, stepping up to support 

families during times of crisis and building the social bonds we enjoy as neighbors. The Wellbeing Fund 

offers a new way for community members to help shape the way that state dollars flow into their 

communities, building on local assets like grassroots groups and identifying new resources that children 

and families need to thrive,” said Julia Davis, Director of Youth Justice & Child Welfare at the Children’s 

Defense Fund-New York. 

 

"For decades, neighbors in disinvested communities have come together through grassroots mutual aid, 

tackling shared challenges while fostering strong social bonds. The Child and Family Wellbeing Fund 

recognizes these efforts as valuable community assets and outlines a process for state dollars to 

support—rather than dictate—the growth of these dynamic initiatives that support more healthy, 

vibrant lives for families," said Brad Hansen, Public Policy Director at Families Together in New York 

State.  

“The Child and Family Wellbeing Fund would directly resource communities and neighborhoods to 

decide how to invest in local projects that help children and families thrive. In areas where Child 

Protective Services is excessively involved in peoples’ lives, the Fund can help reduce resource barriers 

and stigma, and create a more level playing field so all kids and families have the opportunity to thrive,” 

said Kate Breslin, Chief Executive Officer at the Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy. 



 

“The Child and Family Wellbeing Fund is an opportunity to invest in projects and resources in 

neighborhoods that are often neglected and suffer from long term disinvestment. This overdue 

investment is targeted toward the top ten communities in the state with the highest occurrences of 

child protective services involvement. We know that most reports to the state child abuse hotline are 

due to issues of poverty, not abuse or maltreatment. We also know that Black and Brown children and 

families are most often the ones who are impacted. There are many benefits of the fund including 

improvement of community quality of life, reduction of the impacts of poverty, and supporting the well-

being of children and families. At $30 million total shared among the top 10 communities statewide, the 

fund is a relatively modest investment compared to the hundreds of millions and billions of dollars 

steered to other economic development purposes. Just as New York State identifies large economic 

development projects as necessary to local communities, the state should invest $30 million in the Child 

and Family Wellbeing Fund. The return on investment is more than worth it.” Yomika S. Bennett, 

President & CEO, Black Child Development Institute – New York State. 

 

In Albany this week: 

On Monday (March 3), Families Together in New York State led its annual Family Empowerment Day 

that brings over 300 young people, families, providers, educators, allies and advocates to the Capitol to 

advance their agenda, including the new Child & Family Wellbeing Fund. 

On Tuesday (March 4) of this week, the Parents Legislative Action Network are in Albany with parents, 

providers, defenders and allies to advance a platform of bills, including the Child and Family Wellbeing 

Fund. 

Next Tuesday, March 11, the New York State Cash Coalition leads its first Albany advocacy day, where 

the Child and Family Wellbeing Fund is part of a statewide movement for material support for families. 

State budget discussions are intensifying, and the Assembly and Senate are anticipating advancing their 

respective priorities under “one-house budget resolutions” in each branch that serve as a blueprint for 

the negotiations that will ultimately result in a spending plan and policies for the 2025-26 fiscal year. 
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