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Agenda

10:00 am: Registration, coffee

10:30 am: Welcoming Remarks

10:45 am: Panel 1: In Practice: Impacts of Poverty on Child Health &
Wellbeing
Panelists:

e Moderator: Kate Breslin, President and CEQO, Schuyler Center

e Dr. Omolara Uwemedimo, CEQ, Strong Children Wellness

e Dr. Alex Sheen, Clinical Assistant Professor, NYU College of Dentistry

e Halimah Washington, Family Wellbeing Project Manager, Rise

11:45 am : Presentation: The Long-term Benefits and Cost Savings of
Reducing Child Poverty in New York

Irwin Garfinkel, Co-founder, Center on Poverty and Social Policy at Columbia
University

12:15 pm -1 pm: lunch

1:00 pm: Keynote Conversation
James McDonald, Commissioner, New York State Department of Health
In conversation with: Carol Jenkins, host, Invisible Americans Podcast

1:45 pm: Panel 2: Policy Solutions: Improving Child Health and Reducing
Child Poverty in New York State
Panelists:

e Moderator: Carol Jenkins

e Dr. Omolara Uwemedimo, CEQO, Strong Children Wellness

e Allison Lake, Executive Director, Westchester Children’s Association

e Zach Hennessey, Chief Strategy Officer, Public Health Solutions

e Thalia Zenol and Luigina Rosario, The Bridge Project

2:45 pm: Closing Remarks
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Speakers
Keynote

James McDonald, Commissioner, New York State Department of
Health

James V. McDonald M.D., M.P.H., was appointed Acting Commissioner of
Health January 1, 2023 and confirmed by the Senate June 9, 2023. Prior to
joining the New York State Department of Health in July of 2022, Dr.
McDonald served at the Rhode Island Department of Health since 2012.

At the Rhode Island Department of Health, he served in multiple roles
including, Interim Director of Health, Chief Administrative Officer of the
Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline, Medical Director for the COVID
unit, as well as the Medical Director for Division of Health care quality and
safety and the Drug Overdose prevention program. He was also a member
of the Governor's task force on Preventing Overdose deaths. Dr. McDonald
has a faculty appointment at the UAlbany School of Public Health as well
as Brown School of Public Health.

McDonald earned his M.D. from Loyola Stritch School of Medicine in
Chicago, his pediatric residency in the US Navy, and his preventive
medicine residency from the State University of New York. He earned is
MPH from the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill. He earned his
B.S. in Biology from Siena College. Dr. McDonald is board certified in
pediatrics as well as preventive medicine.

Carol Jenkins, Emmy Award Winning Journalist, Host of the Invisible
Americans Podcast

While President and CEO of the ERA Coalition/Fund for Women’s Equality
she testified before the House Committee on Oversight and Reform about
the impoverishment of women and children in America. As a member of

the Coalition board, she continues to work for amending the Constitution
as part of the solution, while singling out her outrage that children go
hungry in one of the richest countries in the world. The Invisible Americans
podcast that she co-hosts, exposes the persistent problems of child
poverty.
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Panelists

Kate Breslin, President & CEO of Schuyler Center for Analysis and
Advocacy (SCAA)

With Kate’s leadership, Schuyler Center is building upon its 150-year
legacy as a strong, independent voice and coalition-builder. Schuyler
Center holds government accountable and helps to shape public debate
around policies that affect New Yorkers, with a particular focus on people

and communities experiencing poverty and inequity. Kate has spent her
career analyzing and advocating in support of thoughtful policy solutions
that improve the lives of people in the U.S. and abroad.

With Kate at the helm, Schuyler Center led the initiative resulting in New
York’s Child Poverty Reduction Act, signed into law in December 2021.
Kate plays a leadership role in several statewide coalitions, including
Medicaid Matters NY, and she is frequently invited to lead and participate
in policy-focused initiatives and workgroups. Previously, Kate served as
the Director of Policy for New York’s primary care association, CHCANYS,
directing initiatives to improve health care access in underserved
communities. Kate holds Masters Degrees in both Public Health and City
and Regional Planning.

Irwin Garfinkel, Co-founder, Center on Poverty and Social Policy at
Columbia University

Dr. Irwin Garfinkel is the Mitchell l. Ginsberg Professor of Contemporary
Urban Problems, and co-founding director of the Columbia Population
Research Center (CPRC). Of the 37 population research centers funded by
the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, CPRC is
the only one to have been founded within a school of social work. Dr.

Garfinkel is also co-founding director of the Center on Poverty and Social
Policy (2014-present).

Previously, Dr. Garfinkel served as the director of the Institute for Research
on Poverty from 1975-1980, and the School of Social Work at the University
of Wisconsin from 1982-1984. From 1980-1990, he was the principal
investigator of the Wisconsin Child Support Study. His research on child
support and welfare influenced legislation in Wisconsin, other American
states, the U.S. Congress, Great Britain, Australia, and Sweden.
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Zachariah Hennessey, Chief Strategy Officer & EVP, WholeYouNYC,
Public Health Solutions

Zach is a public health advocate dedicated to creating more trustworthy,
accessible, and inclusive health and human services for New Yorkers. As
Chief Strategy Officer and Executive Vice President of the WholeYouNYC
Network at Public Health Solutions, New York City’s largest public health
nonprofit, he leads the organization’s strategic business development.
Over the past two decades, he has created safe spaces for LGBTQI+ youth

experiencing homelessness, developed medical homes for people living
with HIV, formerly incarcerated individuals, and new immigrants, and
secured major investments in maternal health, child development,
behavioral health, and preventive healthcare in under-resourced
neighborhoods. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Zach spearheaded the
launch of WholeYouNYC, a network of community-based organizations
using technology to connect people with the resources and support they
need. WholeYouNYC was recently designated the Social Care Network for
the boroughs of Queens, Brooklyn and Manhattan under New York State’s
1115 Medicaid Waiver Amendment.

Allison Lake, Executive Director, Westchester Children’s Association
Allison became Westchester Children’s Association (WCA) Executive
Directorin July 2018. She joined WCA in 1998 as the Program Coordinator
for the Children’s Health Initiative. In 2008, she was promoted to Deputy
Director, responsible for WCA’s programmatic initiatives, leading WCA’s
advocacy partnerships and community mobilization efforts. Allison
received her BA from Amherst College and an MBA from the NYU Stern
School of Business. She brings over 25 years of experience in non-profit
and community work both in the US and West Africa, as a Peace Corps
Volunteer.

Luigina Rosario, The Bridge Project

Born and raised in Brooklyn, New York, Luigina is a 26 year old student
currently studying to become a NICU nurse and a mom to a beautiful
daughter named Kaitlin. On her time off, she loves to travel to new places,
try new restaurants, and engage in fun activities. She joined The Bridge
Projectin 2023.
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Dr. Alex Sheen, Clinical Assistant Professor, NYU College of Dentistry
Alex Sheen is a board-certified pediatric dentist and currently a Clinical
Assistant Professor at New York University College of Dentistry in the
Department of Pediatric Dentistry. He received his dental school
education at Columbia University College of Dental Medicine, his
certificate in Pediatric Dentistry at UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh,
his Master of Public Health (MPH) at Columbia University Mailman School
of Public Health, and is currently completing his Dental Public Health
training at Jacobi Medical Center. His scholarly interests involve

investigating how best to improve population oral health and well-being
through health systems innovation and community collaboration. He has
previously served as a policy fellow at the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services and the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry.

Dr. Omolara Thomas is co-founder & CEO of Strong Children Wellness,
an award-winning, Black woman-owned, network of health justice
practices that partner with community-based organizations to provide
integrated primary care, mental health, and social care for Medicaid-
eligible & uninsured children & families, especially those impacted by

poverty, trauma and immigration. She is an outspoken public advocate for
health justice for Black, Indigenous and other communities of color, and
has been featured in BlackDoctor.org, NPR, Newsweek, Reuters and other
national outlets to provide expert commentary on innovative solutions to
address BIPOC health disparities.

Dr. Thomas received her MD from New York University School of Medicine.
She completed her residency training at Boston Children Hospital and
Boston Medical Center, affiliated with Harvard and Boston University,
respectively. She received her MPH from Columbia University Mailman
School of Public Health. She also is a fellowship-trained health services
researcher and was selected as a Clinical Scholars Fellow in the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation National Leadership Institute, a competitive
leadership training program for mission-driven clinicians. She has
published over 20 articles in peer-reviewed journals including Pediatrics,
PLoS One, BMJ Global Health, BMC Public Health and Academic
Pediatrics. She is a mom of 2 amazing daughters and is based in Long
Island, New York.
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Halimah Washington, Family Well-being Project Manager, Rise
With over 15 years of dedicated experience in human services, Halimah

has established herself as a committed social change agent and
community advocate. Currently serving as the Family Well-being Project
Manager at Rise Magazine, Halimah leads a team of directly impacted
parents in transformative work. This includes organizing community

conversations and spearheading a Participatory Action Research (PAR)
project to uncover root causes of child welfare involvement and develop
actionable, community-driven solutions.

Halimah’s work extends far beyond her current role. She is a passionate
advocate and activist, consistently lobbying in Albany and championing
critical issues such as reproductive justice, criminal justice reform,
affordable housing, and equity. She plays a pivotal role in the,
#AbolishACS, and #DefundACS campaigns, challenging systemic
injustices in child welfare systems.

As a Birth Justice Defender, she also advocates for fair and equitable
healthcare for birthing parents. Halimah is a proud Columbia University
Beyond the Bars Fellow and an NYC Department of Health-recognized
Birth Justice Defender, demonstrating her commitment to dismantling
oppressive systems and fostering transformational change. Her
leadership, expertise, and action-oriented approach make her a force in
driving social justice and community empowerment.

Thalia Zenol, The Bridge Project

Thalia is a New York City native from Queens. She is a mother to a one-
year-old baby boy named Henry, and a graduate student at Columbia's
School of Social Work. She has over six years working in social services
serving individuals of multitude backgrounds. Thalia is passionate about
social justice and human rights. In her spare time, she enjoys spending
time with her family and dogs. She joined The Bridge Projectin 2023.

This event was made possible through funding from the
Mother Cabrini Health Foundation and Robin Hood
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