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Child Poverty Reduction Advisory Council Issues
Recommendations for Cutting Child Poverty in Half

New York Can End Child Poverty Coalition Calls On Governor Hochul to Include the
Child Poverty Reduction Advisory Council’'s Recommendations in the 2025 Executive
Budget

To Help New York Cut Child Poverty by 50% by 2031, The Child Poverty Reduction
Advisory Council (CPRAC) Recommends Expanded Tax Credits, Increased Assistance,
and Housing and Food Security for Families

Media contact: Nicole Correia, ncorreia@scaany.org

ALBANY, N.Y. (Dec. 18, 2024) — Today, the Child Poverty Reduction Advisory Council
(CPRAC) voted on and passed its recommendations to help New York State achieve the
historic goal of cutting child poverty by 50% by 2031.The New York Can End Child Poverty
coalition is calling on Governor Hochul to include the recommendations in her Executive
Budget.

CPRAC’s recommendations to Governor Hochul and the New York State Legislature are built
on proven strategies to combat child poverty, including:

e Expanding refundable child tax credits to provide direct and sustained economic
support for families.

e Establishing a statewide rental assistance program to ensure stable and affordable
housing.

e Increasing public assistance benefits to meet families’ basic needs and indexing
them to inflation.

e Reintroducing state food assistance programs to fill gaps in federal SNAP coverage
for children.


https://otda.ny.gov/news/meetings/CPRAC/2024-12-18/
https://newyorkcan.org/

The New York Can End Child Poverty coalition applauds these evidence-based solutions as
critical steps toward a future where all children and families can thrive. These policies promise
to transform lives, improve educational outcomes, and strengthen communities across New
York State.

“Governor Hochul has the unique opportunity to make New York a national leader in the fight
against child poverty. With nearly one in five children in New York facing poverty and many
struggling to meet basic needs, the recommendations from the Child Poverty Reduction
Advisory Council provide a clear path forward. We now need bold leadership to turn these
proposals into reality and build a brighter future for our children," said Kate Breslin, President
and CEO of the Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy.

“Child poverty is a crisis in New York, with nearly 20% of children living below the federal
poverty line — making the Empire State 40th in the nation. This is a moral failure, and it comes
with a hefty price tag. From lost economic productivity to increased incarceration, our high child
poverty rate costs New Yorkers $60 billion per year. The CPRAC’s recommendations are a
roadmap to help as many as half a million children either escape or avoid a life in

poverty. Raising the Empire State Child Credit to $1,500 per child, for example, and making the
lowest-income families eligible, will have an immediate impact, as we saw nationally and locally
when the federal child tax credit was temporarily expanded during the pandemic,” said Richard
Buery Jr., CEO of Robin Hood. “Thrown headfirst into a local affordability crisis, families face
impossible choices between paying for the essentials like rent, food, and child care, leading
many to leave New York in search of better opportunities. We need Albany to put our children,
our economy, and our future first. Now is the time for bold action. This policy roadmap is just
that.”

“Child poverty creates barriers to health and success, preventing too many children from
reaching their full potential. The recommendations from the Child Poverty Reduction Advisory
Council are a crucial step in breaking this cycle, ensuring that every child in New York State has
access to the resources, stability, and support they need to succeed," said Council member,
Dr. Marie A. Cannon, DSW, MSW, President & CEO of the Community Action
Organization of Western New York.

With the release of these recommendations, New York has a pivotal opportunity to become a
national leader in the fight against child poverty. The coalition urges Governor Hochul and
the state legislature to adopt these recommendations in the upcoming budget cycle. Now
is the time for bold, decisive, and sustained action to ensure that every child in New York has
the opportunity to grow and succeed.

Background: New York’s Commitment to New York’s Children



In 2021/2022, the New York State Legislature passed, and the Governor signed, the Child
Poverty Reduction Act, committing the State to reduce child poverty by 50% over 10 years, with
attention to racial equity. This bipartisan, nation-leading law created the Child Poverty Reduction
Advisory Council, composed of state leaders, advocates, and community members, to develop
evidence-based recommendations and set yearly benchmarks.

The Council also addresses the unequal impact of poverty on racial and ethnic communities,
ensuring that solutions promote equity while advancing New York’s historic commitment to

reducing child poverty.
About New York Can End Child Poverty

The New York Can End Child Poverty campaign is composed of individuals and organizations
from across New York State who are working to improve long-term outcomes for children and
families from households experiencing economic hardship. We are dedicated to advancing
public policies that support children and families while reducing child poverty and inequity. Learn

more at www.newyorkcan.orq.
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