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Schuyler Center Applauds Enactment of Legislation  

to Enhance Children's Oral Health 
 
Across New York State, too few children are receiving regular oral healthcare due in part to 
an oral health workforce shortage. A new law, championed by Schuyler Center and signed 
this week by Governor Hochul, addresses some of those challenges, making it easier for 
parents to get access to fluoride varnish for their children. Fluoride varnish is a simple and 
effective treatment for preventing cavities.  

The bill, sponsored by Senator Nathalia Fernandez and Assemblymember Crystal Peoples-
Stokes, is a significant step toward improving children's oral health across New York State. 
This legislation permits dental assistants and licensed practical nurses to apply topical 
fluoride varnish to children's teeth, giving dental and physician offices more flexibility in 
how they use staff. The result will be more opportunities for children to receive this 
important preventive service.     

Studies show that children who receive fluoride varnish every three months have fewer 
cavities than those who get it less often or not at all. Fluoride varnish is a standard of 
practice for dental and pediatric offices and is covered by Medicaid and commercial health 
insurance.    

"Schuyler Center commends Senator Fernandez and Assemblymember Peoples-Stokes 
for their leadership and Governor Hochul for signing this bill to increase children’s access 
to oral healthcare,” said Kate Breslin, Schuyler Center President and CEO.  “With this 
law, New York has again demonstrated its commitment to oral health equity. Healthy teeth 
are important to the overall health and wellbeing of children. This legislation will help keep 
New York’s kids smiling by allowing an important preventive service to be more accessible 
for all children."    
 

To learn more about fluoride varnish, read Schuyler Center’s one-pager: Protecting 
Children from Cavities: The Case for Allowing More Providers to Apply Fluoride Varnish 


