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2025 Policy Priorities for Child and Family Wellbeing

In 2025, the Schuyler Center continues to prioritize policies that improve health, wellbeing, and
economic security of New York’s families, children, and communities, with a focus on New
Yorkers who are working hard to make ends meet. In 2022, New York made a statutory
commitment to cut child poverty by one-half in a decade. Yet, the number and rate of children
experiencing poverty in New York has remained high, with 718,000—or 19% of all New York
children—experiencing poverty in 2023. Due to systemic, historic, and ongoing racism, Black
children continue to experience poverty at more than twice the rate of non-Hispanic white children.
New York’s leaders must act with urgency to advance the policies we recommend below:
policies proven to reduce child poverty, strengthen families, and set up all New York children
to thrive.

m Child Poverty Reduction — Reduce child poverty and racial inequity statewide,
starting by investing in tax credits, housing, and nutritional supports that reach all
families, no matter where they were born.

> Improve New York’s refundable tax credits:

e Ensure the State child tax credit reaches New York families living in the greatest
poverty, who are currently excluded from the full credit, and increase the credit
amount to meaningfully impact family budgets.

e Strengthen the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) so all working New Yorkers may
access the credit, including those filing with an Individual Tax Identification
Number (ITIN).

e The NY Working Families Tax Credit (S.277-B/A.4022-B) would accomplish all of
these things.

» Expand access to food and nutritional supports:

e Establish and fund a permanent, statewide Healthy School Meals for All program
that provides school breakfast and lunch at no cost to students in schools
participating in the National School Lunch Program.

e Secure a State investment to provide food benefits to all income-eligible New
Yorkers who are excluded from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) due to theirimmigration status.

o Establish a SNAP minimum benefit amount of $100.

e Strengthen connections between Medicaid and WIC to increase WIC outreach
and participation.

P Stabilize housing and reduce costs for thousands of families, by funding the
Housing Access Voucher Program (HAVP). HAVP would create a state-funded
voucher, much like the federal Section 8 program, for people experiencing
homelessness and low-income tenants facing eviction.
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m Child Care — Make a substantial and sustained investment in New York’s child care
workforce and continue to expand child care access, including for children with
special needs.

» Create a permanent state child care fund to increase child care worker
compensation. This fund should be robustly resourced and sufficient to offer all
members of the child care workforce a significant boost in income. ($1.2 billion)

e Develop a plan for subsequent years to establish a minimum pay scale and
career ladder using agreed-upon criteria. This pay scale will inform compensation
supplement levels after the base pay scale for all has been increased.

» Make child care assistance guaranteed for families making less than 250% of the
federal poverty threshold.

» Increase state funding for the Child Care Assistance Program by $300 million to
account for growth in CCAP enrollment.

» Increase the enhanced CCAP reimbursement rates for children with special
needs to 130% of the market rate (up from 115%). ($5 million)

o Take steps to make it easier for child care programs to receive the enhanced rate.

» Provide state-funded assistance to immigrant children barred from accessing
federally-funded subsidies, building on the statewide pilot created in the 2023-24
NYS Budget and the Promise NYC program.

Children’s Health — Expand and increase investment in child and family health.

» Track, monitor, and influence implementation of continuous Medicaid and CHP
coverage for young children to age 6, both programs which provide no cost or low-
cost health coverage for eligible children.

» Ensure NYS’s recently-approved Medicaid waiver, which allows NYS Medicaid to
address social care needs with Medicaid funding, has robust expectations
regarding children. There must be a focus on prevention, including the youngest
children, and children at-risk of or experiencing child welfare involvement.

» Ensure robust coverage and payment for pediatric care, with a particular focus on
behavioral health and dyadic/family-oriented care.

» Expand oral health care for children by strengthening the oral health workforce.
This includes changing the scope of practice for dental hygiene to allow them to
provide more of the services they are trained to perform and assisting parents in
preventing dental disease by allowing them to apply fluoride varnish to their children’s
teeth under the supervision of a dental professional.

> Support the Early Intervention program by passing loan forgiveness legislation for
providers practicing in shortage areas (A.8455 (Paulin)), increasing in-person rates by
5%, and ensuring that the State conducts a comprehensive review of the El program,
including program models and financing.
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m Child Welfare — Transform the child welfare system by investing in policies that

prevent unnecessary, harmful family investigations and separations, reduce
institutional placements, foster transparency and accountability, and support
child, family, and community wellbeing.

» Establish the Child and Family Wellbeing Fund with $30 million, to invest in
community-based programs and services that contribute to child and family
wellbeing. The Fund would support children’s growth and development by investing
resources in communities that have been historically disenfranchised and
overrepresented in government intervention through the child welfare system.

» Require child protective services caseworkers to advise parents and caregivers of
their rights at first contact. (A.1980-A (Walker)/S.901-A (Brisport))

> Require reporters to the State Central Register (SCR) to confidentially provide
their name and contact information—accessible only by the Office of Children
and Family Services and counties— to prevent reports being used as a form of
harassment. (A.2479-A (Hevesi)/S.902-B (Brisport))

> Require medical care providers to seek the informed consent of pregnant people
and new mothers before they or their babies are drug tested. (A.109-B
(Rosenthal)/S.320-B (Salazar))

> Extend Family Court jurisdiction to ensure young people discharged from foster
care can secure enforcement of transition plans so they have the supports they
need to successfully transition to independent life. (A.9321-B (Hevesi)/S.8724-B
(Hoylman-Sigal))

» Prohibit automatically referring parents of children who enter foster care to child
support collection, a counterproductive practice that costs New York millions each
year. (A.4027-A (Kim)/S.7054-B (Hoylman-Sigal)) (A.2479 (Hevesi)/S.902 (Brisport))
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