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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
S.9312 (Cleare)/A.10290 (Solages)

The Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy urges the Legislature to pass S.9312/A.10290, to
remove the tax cap limitation from the calculation of local share of expenditures for the
implementation of Raise the Age programs and to establish the youth justice innovation fund.

The Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy is a 152-year-old statewide, nonprofit
organization dedicated to policy analysis and advocacy in support of public systems that meet
the needs of disenfranchised populations and people experiencing poverty.

Last fall marked five years since Raise the Age was first implemented across New York State,
ending a shameful chapter in our history of prosecuting 16- and 17-year-olds as adults
regardless of the offense. Thousands of 16- and 17-year-olds were held in dangerous conditions
on Rikers Island and other adult jails across the state. Moreover, these youth were
systematically locked-out of age-appropriate services in family court programs designed to
meet the needs of adolescents and avoid the barriers of an adult criminal record.

Youth crime has consistently gone down since Raise the Age implementation in 2018.
Throughout New York State, there has been a 73% decrease in adolescent arrests for serious
offenses since 2013, and a 53% decrease since 2018.1 In New York City alone, since 2013 there
has been a 48% decrease in adolescent arrests for serious offenses.2 Evidence clearly shows how
the law has improved community safety and youth well-being.?

Despite this significant progress, New York State has failed to fully deliver on its promise to
fund community-based services and programs that provide alternatives to incarceration and
reentry programs for young people under Raise the Age. As of March 2024, it’s been publicly
reported that less than one-third of the $1.5 billion appropriated for the Raise the Age law’s
implementation has been spent.* Meanwhile, New York City, which accounts for half of the
state’s youth justice system population, has received zero State funding.

This legislation would help to streamline delivery of and expedite access to appropriated funds,
ensuring resources reach organizations and providers that are serving New York’s communities
through youth development services and other alternatives to incarceration. Investing in these
community-rooted programs across New York State is crucial to Raise the Age’s continued
success and to improving outcomes of young people.
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