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It’s Not Too Late for New York to Put Families First

In the wake of a budget that took two small steps towards better supporting young people and families
involved in the child welfare system, New York’s leaders still have time to pass legislation that would
strengthen the children and families overlooked in the budget.

A statewide group of advocates, providers, and New Yorkers impacted by the child welfare system are
disappointed in this year’s final budget. Key evidence-based child-poverty proposals to boost family
incomes, food security, child care access, and housing affordability fell by the wayside. Restoration of
the state share of funding for child welfare Preventive Services to 65% was not included in the final
budget and neither was funding to raise salaries and reduce caseloads for Attorneys for the Child. The
child welfare housing subsidy is still unavailable to young people over age 21 and is missing a cost-of-
living-adjustment (COLA) that would raise the subsidy amount with housing prices. Additionally, a
comprehensive rate increase for home and community-based youth mental health services was not
included.

However, there are two steps forward in this budget; first, the Foster Youth College Success Initiative
(FYCSI) is funded at $121,000 more than last year at $8.3 million, still below the $10 million needed to
robustly fund each eligible student. Second, human services workers received a 2.84% COLA, which
requires a minimum 1.7% targeted salary increase. This is less than the 3.2% needed to keep up with
inflation and leaves out some human services workers (like those working in Preventive Services).

New York’s leaders have an opportunity this year to pass legislation that would improve the lives of
young people with foster care experience, and ensure that the child welfare system is not unnecessarily
intervening with families or punishing poverty with outdated practices. Passing these bills would help
support children and families this year despite the opportunities missed in the budget.

e A.7545 (Zinerman)/S.1863 (Brouk): Requires OCFS, SUNY and CUNY to post signage of higher
education funding opportunities and their eligibility requirements, including FYCSI, available to
youth with a foster care background.

o A.2479 (Hevesi)/S.902 (Brisport), Anti-Harassment in Reporting: Requires reporters to the State
Central Register (SCR) to provide their name and contact information, which can only be accessed
by the Office of Children and Family Services and counties, to prevent reports being used as a form
of harassment. Black children are nearly twice as likely as white children to be reported to the SCR.
False anonymous reports are often used as a form of harassment.



o A.1980 (Walker)/S.901 (Brisport), Family Miranda Rights: Requires caseworkers to advise parents
and caregivers of their rights at first contact. Ensuring that parents and caregivers have access to
their rights during a Child Protection Services (CPS) investigation will empower parents to make
informed decisions for their family and will make CPS investigations less traumatizing for the whole
family.

e A.109-B (Rosenthal)/S.320-B (Salazar), Informed Consent for Drug Testing Parents and Babies:
Requires medical care providers to seek the informed consent of pregnant people and new mothers
before they or their babies are drug tested. Black women are drug tested disproportionately, which
leads to disproportionate calls to the State Central Register, and sometimes to family separation at
or near birth. Informed consent is already in effect in New York City’s public hospitals.

o A.9321 (Hevesi)/S.8724 (Hoylman-Sigal), Safe Landings Act: Authorizes the Family Court to
adjudicate motions to enforce orders that were issued on behalf of children while they were in foster
care, after they are discharged from or age out of care. For example, a young person can return to
the court if they are still in need of stable housing and/or receipt of other necessary services for their
transition to adulthood. The Safe Landings Act would ensure that agencies comply with court orders
intended to help youth transition to adulthood.

e A.4027 (Kim)/S.7054 (Hoylman-Sigal): Directs counties away from automatically referring parents
of children who enter foster care to child support collections. For every $100 child welfare-involved
parents pay toward foster care costs, their child’s duration in care lengthens for 6.6 months. States
consistently spend more money trying to collect child support than they collect, typically at a 3:1
ratio. New York State collects approximately $2.3 million a year on “foster care child support” cases,
likely spending $6 million in child support administrative costs.
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