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 Advocating for a NYS Budget
that Centers Children and Families

Supporting the Working Families Tax Credit 
Schuyler Center and our partners strongly support inclusion of the
Working Families Tax Credit in this year's final state budget.
 
This bill would strengthen economic security for families,
particularly those living on low incomes, by combining and
strengthening the Empire State Child Tax Credit, state Earned
Income Tax Credit, and the Dependent Exemption in one
refundable, more inclusive and generous Working Families Tax
Credit (WFTC).
 
Data and resources:

Working Families Tax Credit Calculator
Give Families Credit: Making New York Tax Policy Work for
Families - report from The Children's Agenda 
One-pager on the WFTC from The Children's Agenda
Schuyler Center memo in support of the Working Families
Tax Credit.
Tax Credits to Help Families Make Ends Meet - Schuyler
Center one-pager 

 Additional Resources to Support Poverty-Fighting Measures
in the NYS Budget: 

2024 Budget & Policy Priorities for Child Poverty
Reduction
Schuyler Center Memo in Support of S.4578A/A.6197A to
create the Mothers and Infants Lasting Change (MILC)
allowance program
The State of New York's Children 2024: Data and policy
recommendations

Report: Rochester Child Poverty Town Hall Reveals
Barriers and Recommendations
In October 2023, The Children's Agenda, Rochester Monroe Anti-
Poverty Initiative, Ibero American Action League, Schuyler Center,
Spiritus Christi, and the End Child Poverty Now Campaign
collaborated to organize a community town hall on child poverty in
Rochester. A diverse group of community members gathered to
share their experiences living in and working to overcome poverty
– each emphasizing the complex and often daunting work
required to access programs intended to support under-resourced
children and families. Read the full report.
 
This report highlights key issues elevated by participants during
the Town Hall: the challenges of stretching limited resources
across many needs, housing, child care, benefit cliffs, and
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building public knowledge of existing resources.
Read the full report.

 

Upcoming Events
Tomorrow! Virtual Press Event: Investments to Support
Young People Aging Out of Foster Care
For young people aging out of foster care, robust support
provides the opportunity to build an abundant life. This year’s
state budget must invest in those supports, including updating the
child welfare housing subsidy, funding the Foster Youth College
Success Initiative, and properly funding mental health services.
Learn more here.

Join tomorrow's virtual press event - register
at https://lnkd.in/dbJWa2g6

You're Invited: Webinar to kick-off
The Future Oral Health Workforce Project:
Oral Health Equity Through Workforce Design
 
Thursday, March 14 at 2pm
Register here
 
Schuyler Center is embarking on a project that will develop
recommendations addressing the tremendous unmet need for
preventive and routine oral health services in New York
populations, especially New Yorkers with low incomes. The
project will focus on increasing the availability of care by
identifying comprehensive policies that address the state’s
significant oral health workforce shortage through legislative and
regulatory levers, improved Medicaid policies, and a strategic
workforce pipeline to meet future needs.
Learn more.

Make a Gift to Support Schuyler Center's Work

One-Pagers and Budget Testimony
One Pagers - The 2024 State of New York's Children
report includes one-pagers with the latest data and policy
recommendations on the following:
 
Child Care:

Bolstering the Child Care System with a Well-
Compensated Workforce
Lowering Barriers to Assistance for a More Equitable
Child Care System

Child Poverty:

A State Commitment to Reducing Child Poverty
Tax Credits to Help Families Make Ends Meet

Child Welfare:

Fostering Transparency and Accountability in New
York’s Child Welfare System

Child Health:

Investing in Oral Health Equity
Keeping the Youngest New Yorkers Insured
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Budget Testimony
At this point in the New York State budget process, the
Legislature has held Joint Budget Hearings to provide legislative
committees with public input on budget proposals.  

Schuyler Center has submitted the following:
 
-Testimony submitted for the Executive Budget Taxes Budget
Hearing 2/14/24
 
-Testimony Submitted to the Joint Fiscal Committees on the
Executive Budget Workforce Development Budget Hearing
1/30/24 
 
-Testimony to the Joint Fiscal Committees on the Executive
Budget Human Services Hearing 1/26/24

-Testimony to the Joint Fiscal Committees on the SFY 2024-25
Executive Budget Hearing on Health/Medicaid 1/23/24

- Medicaid Matters New York Testimony to Assembly Ways and
Means and Senate Finance Committees Joint Legislative Budget
Hearing on Health/Medicaid 

In the News
Links to the latest stories featuring Schuyler Center's experts and our issues of focus.
 
Commentary: Fixing New York's child care crisis starts with better pay by Elizabeth Palley, Schuyler
Center Trustee (Times Union, 2/26/24) 

It's time to address New York's child care crisis - Guest Essay by ESCCC Campaign Manager and
Schuyler Center staff, Shoshana Hershkowitz (Newsday, 2/26/24) 

Albany Common Council approves adding fluoride to water supply - Schuyler Center’s Bridget Walsh
was interviewed for background throughout the Times Union’s coverage of Albany’s community
fluoridation approval process (Times Union, 2/23/24)
 
In Albany, child care advocates call for better pay (Spectrum News, 2/7/24)
 
Rally Planned in Albany for Child Care Workforce (Finger Lakes Daily News, 2/5/24
 
Caring for New York’s children through tax credits and budget funding (Spectrum News, 2/4/24)
 
The Empire State of Child Care - Capitol Pressroom interview with Dede Hill, 1/25/24
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