
 
 

Memorandum of Support  

S.4578A (Ramos)/A.6197A (Clark) 

The Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy supports and respectfully urges the Legislature to 
pass S.4578A (Ramos)/A.6197A (Clark), which would create the Mothers and Infants Lasting Change 
(MILC) allowance program. 

The Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy is a 151-year-old statewide, nonprofit organization 
dedicated to policy analysis and advocacy in support of public systems that meet the needs of 
disenfranchised populations and people living in poverty.  

The MILC bill would create a state-funded pilot program to provide direct cash payments for low-
income mothers during the last three months of pregnancy and the first 18 months of a child’s life. 

Research conducted in Canada found that unconditional cash transfer programs targeting the 
prenatal period and infancy lead to higher birth weights, increased educational attainment, and 
increased food security among participants.1  

In New York State, the Bridge Project is demonstrating the potential of guaranteed income by 
providing cash transfers to over 1,200 mothers and babies in New York City, Rochester, and Buffalo. 
Parents use the cash to purchase baby items not covered by existing public benefits programs, access 
specialized prenatal and postnatal care, find more stable housing, and begin to build assets. The 
results of their program show a 63% increase in use of outside child care, 242% increase in savings to 
help families build economic stability, and a 53% increase in food security.2 Ninety percent of 
mothers reported improvements in their mental health after receiving just one payment.3 

Far too many children in New York State experience poverty, and many more families struggle to 
make ends meet. For more than a decade, New York has hovered around 30th in the nation for child 
poverty. In fact, half of the top six cities in the United States with the highest child poverty rates are in 
New York State: Syracuse, Rochester, and Buffalo.  

In 2021, the New York State Legislature passed, and Governor Hochul signed into law, the Child 
Poverty Reduction Act. The Act committed the State to reducing child poverty by half over the 
following decade and established the Child Poverty Reduction Advisory Council (CPRAC), which is 
tasked with monitoring the State’s progress and making policy recommendations to move the state 
toward its goal. CPRAC, now entering its second year as an advisory council, has recognized that 
progress toward a statewide reduction in child poverty requires sustained and systemic approaches 
that uplift children and families in all New York communities—rural, urban, and suburban.4 

To meet our ambitious goal of cutting child poverty in half in the next 9 years, the State must act 
boldly this year. The Schuyler Center strongly supports this bill and urges the Legislature to pass 
and fund S.4578A/A.6197A. 
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