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**MEDIA ADVISORY**

LEGISLATORS, ADVOCATES, PARENTS SPEAK OUT IN SUPPORT OF
THE WORKING FAMILIES TAX CREDIT

The Working Families Tax Credit proposal would provide nearly all New York families with
additional income while removing inequities in current tax credits and reducing child poverty.

What: Press conference in support of the Working Families Tax Credit and budget
measures to reduce child poverty statewide.
When: Wednesday, February 14

Time: 11am
Where: Senate 4th Floor Lobby, NYS Capitol
Who:

e Senator Andrew Gounardes

e Assemblymember Andrew Hevesi

e Senator Rachel May

e Assemblymember Sarah Clark

e Senator Samra Brouk

e Kate Breslin, Schuyler Center President and CEO

e Melinda Person, NYSUT President

e Peter Gannon, United Way of the Greater Capital Region President and CEO
e Allison Lake, Executive Director, Westchester Children’s Alliance

e Advocates and parents with the New York Can End Child Poverty coalition

What:

e On Valentines Day, and the day of the Executive Budget Hearing on Taxes, advocates,
legislators, and families will urge state leaders to show New York Families some love by
implementing tax credits that would help families across the state and reduce child poverty.


https://newyorkcan.org/

e The Working Families Tax Credit (5277B) proposal would provide all but the wealthiest New
York families with additional income while removing inequities in current tax credits. The
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Gives $500 per child to every family, except for those earning the highest incomes
Offers low- and middle-income families an average income boost of almost $1,300
Targets relief to lowest income earning families who could get up to $1,600 per child in
boosted income

Offers quarterly payments: provides families with 4 checks so they can better plan their
finances

e The Working Families Tax Credit (WFTC) is a bold, statewide, and sustained commitment to
reducing child poverty: it is estimated to result in a 13.4% reduction in children under the age
of 18 living in poverty with a 19.6% reduction for those under 18 living in deep poverty.

e NYS has long struggled with high child poverty rates — with our child poverty rate hovering
around 20% for many years.

e Even for New York’s families above the poverty line, affordability is an ongoing challenge. For
example: in a recent survey of Monroe County parents conducted by The Children’s Agenda,
61% of parents with annual household incomes under $100,000 reported rationing food until
their next paycheck.

e The Child Poverty Reduction Act committed New York State to reducing child poverty by 50%
by 2033. Bold action toward that goal must start now.

Contact:

Nicole Correia, Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy
(518) 463-1896 x131
Ncorreia@scaany.org



https://thechildrensagenda.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Monroe-County-Parent-Poll-December-2023.pdf
mailto:Ncorreia@scaany.org

