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STRONG FAMILIES. THRIVING CHILDREN. VIBRANT COMMUNITIES.

That is Schuyler Center’s vision for New York’s future: a future in which every 
child has the opportunity to thrive, and where well-being is accessible to every 
family, in every region of the state. 

We believe New York’s leaders can and must center the 
needs of families when making policy decisions. And we are 
tenacious in delivering that message—along with the data 
to support it—to the governor, state legislators, government 
leaders, and policymakers.

You Make This Work Possible. 
Because of your support, Schuyler Center for Analysis and 
Advocacy is a trusted leader in advocating for policy that 
centers children and families, and communities impacted by 
poverty and inequity.  

Since 1872, SCAA’s work has had far-reaching impact. 
Together, we are proving that meaningful change is 
possible, and that a just future for all New Yorkers is within reach. 

Message from the Chair

Dear Friends, 

SCAA Trustee, Louise Skolnik, DSW, together 
with her husband Richard Skolnik, PhD, 
researched and wrote a compelling history of 
SCAA’s founder, Louisa Lee Schuyler, noting 
that Louisa proved a “clever tactician: patient 
when necessary, forceful when required.” This 
describes SCAA’s team today.   

Please read this Annual Report and let the facts 
convince you: Schuyler Center is leading the 
fight to end child poverty in New York State 
by identifying effective, proven interventions 
and building community power. Relentless 
collaborators, Schuyler Center and allies across 
New York State are shaping policy to expand 
access to child care, health care, and community-
based assistance.   
That work requires your support. The fight for 
better public policy happens only with financial 

support. As much as health centers, food pantries, 
schools, and child welfare organizations need 
charitable people to support them, the quest for 
justice through public budgeting and thoughtful 
governmental action deserves your help. On 
behalf of our Board of Trustees, I ask you to join 
the fight at this critical time by supporting us 
financially and encourage your friends to join our 
email list or follow us on Facebook, Linked In, or 
X (formerly known as Twitter). Support on many 
different levels is needed to achieve real wins. We 
need as many New Yorkers as possible to work 
together to create a better tomorrow.

Thank you.  

Paul Kaye, MD
Chair, Board of Trustees

Schuyler Center joined colleagues and legislative 
partners during the 2023 Legislative Session to support 
investment in the Working Families Tax Credit, which 
would provide meaningful tax credits to all NYS families.
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Effective Advocacy

In the Fight for Family Well-Being, Public Policy Matters.
Schuyler Center is leading the fight, advocating for policies that benefit 
children and families impacted by poverty. We support evidence-based 
public policy and thoughtful implementation. Our voice is strong, and it is 
trusted.  

MOVING THE NEEDLE ON CHILD POVERTY 
Tax credits are among the most powerful poverty-fighting tools, but 
the Empire State Child Credit contains significant flaws.   

Schuyler Center has been a leader in the call to strengthen and 
expand this tax credit, which was designed to exclude children 
ages 0-3. The 2023-24 State Budget, at long last, corrected this 
significant weakness, and families with babies and toddlers will 
now benefit from the credit. This means that the Empire State 
Child Credit will now reach an additional 600,000 to 900,000 
children statewide.  

TRANSFORMING CHILD WELFARE 
Another significant budget win for New York families and youth, 
this year’s State budget included a historic update to the child 
welfare housing subsidy. The subsidy will increase from $300 a month to $725 a month, the 
first increase since it was established in 1988. With the increase, this subsidy has the potential 
to be a lifeline to families involved in the system and youth aging out of foster care, seeking a 
life of safety and independence. 

INVESTING IN CHILD CARE 
The passionate advocacy of the Empire State 
Campaign for Child Care (ESCCC), the 
statewide coalition led by Schuyler Center, 
resulted in significant strides in child care 
funding and policy. Coalition members 
include child care providers, parents, and 
advocates. Working alongside legislative 
champions, ESCCC secured:  
•	 $500M for child care workforce retention 

and recruitment.
•	 Extending eligibility for assistance to pay 

for child care for families earning up to 
85% of the state median income.  

•	 The elimination of some administrative 
barriers that prevent families from 
receiving the help they need.

Dede Hill, Schuyler Center’s 
Director of Policy, speaks to 
advocates, parents, and child 
care providers at the NYS Capitol 
during the Child Care Advocacy 
Day in February 2023.

SCAA comprises some of the most 
important advocates in the state 
and country—keeping its finger 
on the pulse of what children and 
families need to maintain health 
and comfort, whether they have 
access to it, and if not, how to 
enable that access. As we push 
for equity in health care, income 
access, education, and other 
domains, SCAA will remain strong 
in its advocacy.

 	—Kalpana Bhandarkar, SCAA Trustee
	 Principal, Spring Bhee Advisory


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Trusted Leadership
Schuyler Center spearheaded the bipartisan effort 
to pass and enact the New York State Child 
Poverty Reduction Act in 2021 and remains a 
leader in the Act’s current implementation.   

With this law, New York joined a small handful 
of states leading the way on poverty-fighting 
legislation.  

Thoughtful Analysis

We believe data tells a story, and we use that story 
to inform our positions on policies that impact 
New York’s children and families. Legislative 
leaders, advocates, and policymakers rely on our 
data analysis and recommendations to inform 
their decision-making.  

Schuyler Center’s data analysis and policy reports 
include: 
•	 The State of New York’s Children Data 

Book and briefing, examining how New 
York children are faring in the areas of 
economic stability, health, child welfare, child 
care, and well-being. 

•	 First Look, Next Look, and Last Look – budget analysis at each stage of the New York State 
budget process. 

•	 Policy briefings, webinars, guides, and reports related to Schuyler Center policy priorities. 

In January 2023, policymakers, legislators, advocates, reporters, and 
agency leaders were in attendance as SCAA’s State of New York’s 
Children Data Briefing returned to an in-person event. 

Lara Kassel of Medicaid Matters New York, 
housed at Schuyler Center, presented 
testimony at the Joint Legislative Budget 
Hearing on Health/Medicaid.

Kate Breslin participated in meetings of the 
Child Poverty Reduction Advisory Council 
as an appointed member and with fellow 
advocates, holds NYS accountable to the Act’s 
commitment to reduce child poverty by 50%. 

Schuyler Center has been hosting a series of panel discussions on addressing child 
poverty, each focused on a specific policy area. The September panel, held at the Bull 
Moose Club in Albany, examined early childhood and policy solutions to reduce child 
poverty. Recordings of these panels can be found at newyorkcan.org.
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Thank You
Message from the President and CEO

Dear Friends,  

Thank you for being here for Schuyler Center 
and for New York’s children and families who are 
experiencing poverty.  

From that spring day in 1872 when Louisa 
Lee Schuyler gathered her friends and allies to 
establish the State Charities’ Aid Association, 
through today: this has never been a solitary fight. 
We’re in it together. 

Your support has enabled Schuyler Center to hold 
New York State government accountable for its 
responsibility to children and families. We believe 
that investment and improvements in key policy 
areas can transform lives and eliminate barriers to 
well-being—today, and for decades to come.  

With you, we are focused on ensuring that people 
with lived experience have a seat at policy tables

on child care, economic security, and the child 
welfare system, and that they are supported in 
that work.  

And together, we have fought for systemic change 
that will uplift generations to come: from a 
stronger child tax credit, to more equitable child 
care, and from child welfare system reforms to 
robust health coverage for mothers and babies. 

From Buffalo to The Bronx, a New York State 
with strong families, thriving children, and 
vibrant communities is worth fighting for. Thank 
you for believing in the work that will make 
that future possible. 

Kate Breslin
President and CEO

Schuyler Center and the Empire State Campaign for Child 
Care led a speak out at the NYS Capitol to call attention to 
the urgent need for investment in the child care workforce.

The Schuyler Center tackles the most 
critical problems we face in our society 
and does so in concrete, practical, and 
nonpartisan ways. They understand that 
our future is dependent on the health, 
welfare, and education of all children 
in New York and are recognized as 
leaders by policy makers, direct service 
providers, and non-profit groups.

 	— Laurie Shanks, SCAA Trustee
Emerita Clinical Professor of Law, Albany Law 
School


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150 Years and Going Strong
On May 11, 2022, Schuyler Center friends, supporters, colleagues, and partners gathered at the New York State 
Museum to celebrate SCAA’s 150th anniversary, and Louisa Lee Schuyler’s legacy of advocacy, compassion, and 
leadership. 
To learn more about our history, visit scaany.org/150-years/.
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Program Operating Expenses 2023

Early Childhood

Health

Child Poverty

Administration

Child Welfare

Fundraising

97.65%

1.47% 0.88%

Funding Sources E�orts

Unrestricted Support

Medicaid Matters Dues

Foundations/Grants

Operating Support 2023

Financial Results

Ways to Give
Visit www.scaany.org/donate/ to make your gift, 
or scan this QR code using your phone’s camera:  
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO SCHUYLER CENTER
2022 – 2023

Foundation Support
Alliance for Early Success
Economic Security Project Action
Health Foundation For Western and 
Central New York

Mother Cabrini Health Foundation
NY Funders Alliance
Redlich Horwitz Foundation
Robin Hood Foundation
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation
The New York Community Trust
Zero to Three

Organizational and Corporate 
Support

Alliance for Quality Education
Brown & Weinraub, PLLC
Charles S. Keene Foundation
Children’s Aid Society
Citizens’ Committee for Children of New 
York

COFCCA
Community Health Care Association of 
New York State

Community Service Society of NY
Council Services Plus
Cusack & Company CPA’s LLC
DCM-Associates
Docs for Tots
Early Care & Learning Council
Families Together in New York State
Farrell Fritz, P.C.
First National Bank of Scotia
Greenberg Traurig
Health Efficient
Health Management Associates
Hunger Solutions New York
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips
Mental Health Association in New York 
State

New York Association of Psychiatric 
Rehabilitation Services

New York State Association of Counties
New York State Coalition for Children’s 
Behavioral Health

NYSTEC
NYU Rory Meyers College of Nursing
Prevent Child Abuse NY
Russell Sage College Alumnae Association
SEFCU
The Barrett Group at Merrill Lynch
The Children’s Agenda

The Children’s Village
The Education Trust-New York
The New York State CASA Association
Tress Capitol Advisors
UBS Financial
United Hospital Fund
Welfare Research, Inc.

Individual Donors
Anne Aber
Kalpana Bhandarkar
Naomi Bloomfield, M.D.
Deanne Braveman
Ellen Breslin
Kate Breslin and Peter Wohl
Neil and Ellen Breslin
Larry G. Brown
Frederic J. Buse
Jim Caron
Lura B. Correia
Nicole and Patrick Correia
Cynthia Green
Betty Devine
Cathy Duke and Paul Kaye
Sahar Elezabi, M.D.
Patricia Estess
Madeleine M. Fackler
Patricia Fahy
Lou Jean Fleron
Evelyn Frankford
Bob Frawley
Dana Friedman
Patrick Furlong
Reverend Laurie M. Garramone
William Gettman
Herbert B. Gordon
Valerie Grey
David Harris, M.D.
Irfan Hasan
Robert Jones
William Jordan
Karen Kalaijian
Lara Kassel
Katherine Lobach Kaufman
Noah Kaye
Mark Kellner
Jessica Klos
Kristin E. Koehler
Geoff Lieberman
Phyllis Lusskin
Jane Lynch
Mary L. McCarthy

Suzanne Miller
Marjorie Momplaisir-Ellis
Ann Monroe
Stanley Morgan
Peter Newell
Resa Ostrander
Michelle Ostrelich
Elizabeth Palley
Maury Peterson
Robert Plattner and Lauri Rosmarin 
Plattner

Brendan Principato
Rahul Rekhi
Don Robbins
Davin Robinson
Sandra Roche
Katherine Rooney
Jean Ross
Neil Rubin
Jamie Salm
Reinhold Samson
Laurie Shanks
Matthew Shapiro
Chad Shearer
Dan Sheppard
LJ Shipley
David Shippee
Kari Siddiqui
Rebecca Simison
Estelle Sitzer
Louise Skolnik
Helen W. Smith
Raymond and JoAnn Smith
Denise Soffel
Susanna Staas
Ann Marie Suarato
Russell Sykes
Lauren Tobias
Paul Tonko
Elizabeth Katz Toohey
Carole Tozzi
F. Michael Tucker
Ronald F. Uba
Mark Ustin
Nancy Walker
Olivia Xiaoyu Wang
Robert Ward
Maria R. Whyte
Lois J. Wilson
Jen Wohl



Schuyler Center Board of Trustees
Paul J. Kaye, M.D., Chair
Ronald F. Uba, Vice Chair

James Caron, Treasurer
Louise Skolnik, D.S.W., Secretary

David Andreine
Kalpana Bhandarkar
Sahar Elezabi, M.D.

Cynthia B. Green, Ph.D.
David Harris, M.D.

Robert Jones
Phyllis Lusskin
James W. Lytle

Edward McCormick
Marjorie Momplaisir-Ellis

Elizabeth Palley, Ph.D.
Robert Plattner
Rahul Rekhi
Neil Rubin

Reinhold W. Samson
Laurie Shanks

Laura Jean Shipley, M.D.
Olivia X. Wang, Ph.D.

Staff
Kate Breslin, President and CEO

Katie Albitz, Policy and Communications Specialist
Crystal Charles, Senior Policy Analyst

Nicole Correia, Director of Communications
James Farrell, Operations Manager

Dede Hill, Director of Policy
Kevin Peng, Senior Policy and Data Analyst

Kari Siddiqui, Project Director
Helen Smith, Director of Finance & Operations

Carole Tozzi, Administrative Associate 
Bridget Walsh, Senior Policy Analyst

Shoshana Hershkowitz, Campaign Manager, Empire State 
Campaign for Child Care

Lara Kassel, Coordinator, Medicaid Matters New York

www.scaany.org

https://scaany.org/

