Adoptive and Foster Family Coalition of NY • The Children’s Agenda • Children’s Aid • Children's Defense
Fund-NY • Children’s Home of Jefferson County • Children’s Village • Citizens’ Committee for Children of
New York • Court Appointed Special Advocates of New York State (CASA) • Families Together in New
York State • Graham Windham • Harlem Dowling • Lasalle School • New York Foundling • Northern Rivers
Family of Services • NYS Kinship Navigator • Rising Ground • Schuyler Center for Analysis & Advocacy •
Westchester Children’s Association • WRI (Welfare Research, Inc.) • You Gotta Believe!

MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT
S.3109/A.6269
The CHAMPS-NY coalition urges passage of this legislation to establish the Office of the Foster
Care Ombudsman.
CHAMPS-NY is a statewide coalition of advocates and providers working for policy and practice
change to support children, families, and caregivers in child welfare. We strongly support the
passage of S.3109 (Persaud)/A.6269 (Frontus). If enacted, this legislation would create a strong,
effective and publicly accountable office that can neutrally and impartially mediate conflict,
provide information, and protect the interests and rights of youth and caregivers in foster care.
Nearly 1 in 5 children in New York’s foster care system live in an institution. New York currently,
as it has for decades, places a higher percentage of children in congregate care than the national
average. Youth of color, especially Black children, are disproportionately represented in New
York’s child welfare system because their families are disproportionately investigated by child
protective services, removed from their families, and placed in foster care.
Children experience better health, safety, and well-being outcomes when they are cared for by
supportive families. Federal child welfare reform, known as the Family First Prevention Services
Act (“Family First”), financially incentivizes reduced use of congregate settings, increased support
for kin caregivers, and strengthened community-based preventive services. New York will be
required to comply with Family First in September 2021.
New York has long struggled to recruit and retain enough kin and foster caregivers to meet the
needs of youth in its child welfare system. Additionally, some New York counties rely on kin to
care for children who were removed from their parents’ care—without providing them financial
support. The shortage of well-supported kin and foster caregivers deprives New York’s children of
quality family-based care, and has and continues to impede New York’s efforts to prepare for
Family First implementation—and undermines well-being of children in the child welfare system.
Even before COVID-19 hit New York in March 2020, youth and caregivers in New York’s child
welfare system needed one place to turn to that would mediate conflict, provide information, and
help protect their interests and rights. The stress, isolation and economic fall-out of the pandemic
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have only increased the need for focused support. In addition, the looming Family First
implementation deadline for New York State of September 2021 makes the need for New York to
establish an Office of the Foster Care Ombudsman more urgent.
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